March—April 2014

From our President
Here comes the month of MARCH! When I was a child at Limon grade
school, our teachers would decorate the bulletin boards with things for each
month that indicated not only the season, but the month itself. March was
always windy so the boards featured clouds blowing wind at kites. April was
clouds with raindrops falling toward the ground with little spikes of green beginning to show through. To this day when I see a calendar with March at
the top, I can’t help but think of kites. And of course you know “April showers
bring May flowers”!
What will these months bring to us? March will bring a Zinnia seed packet painted on a slate! How
fun this project is to paint! ( See photo on page 3 .) I can’t wait to teach it to you! April brings a special project for wonderful people in a nursing home and tray favors to brighten their day! Audrey
and “helpers” will be bringing this to us!
What else do we see coming our way? I hope you are thinking about Chairs, Memory Boxes, Seminars, Ornaments and Retreat and what you might be able to do to help with any of these events. Are
you already planning your chair pattern and color scheme? How many memory boxes do you have
that need to be painted? Can you get one or some done before the next meeting? That would be
great! Don’t forget, you will need one to bring to the picnic too! (It will be here before we know it). I
know several who have already begun painting their ornaments!!! WOO HOO!!
Terry and company will be bringing us some great seminars – see their articles inside this newsletter and get excited about these projects too – I know that I am!
I am working on trying to get those donated chairs set up for “adoption” and your beautification process. We’ll talk more about that when I get it all set up.
I am still challenging you each to bring at least one person – guest this year to share a project and
consider joining our wonderful chapter!
Finally, but certainly one of the most important things I have to say this month………We have had
some very unfortunate health issues and serious family situations for chapter members over the first
part of 2014. We are very grateful that we did not lose our long-time friend and co-painter – Ellen
Spearman. Thank God we will get to see her still – probably at the next meeting or seminar! These
reminders should keep us caring for each other and the future of our chapter – together! For we
never know what the next day will bring………..
I love you guys!
—Cindy

Volunteers needed for:

Vice President’s Message

Retreat Team...
Christmas Party...hostess

Happy Spring, Ladies! Today was 60 degrees outside and I was conflicted! Should I
stay inside and paint or go outside and play?
Since I couldn't decide I did some spring
cleaning. It is amazing how much stuff accumulates over the winter months! I pulled out
some old surfaces and organized my painting
area and ended up getting some painting
done too!

Hospitality -Snacks for meetings and
Food for seminars..
Set-up or Clean-up for meetings
Let Becky Coffey know how you can help

BE PART OF THE TEAM
Refreshments Sign-up:
(Please see Becky Coffey to add your name
to this list. Helpful to have more than one
person per event.)

I hope you all have been painting and planning new projects as well! We have some
great programs and activities planned this
year. We will be doing the ornament exchange
again this year and I hope you all will join in!
(See ornament article in this Newsletter)
Based on suggestions, we will be doing something a little different with the Christmas party
this year. Instead of a potluck, we will have
our party at a local restaurant or hotel. I need
a volunteer to research and set the reservations so if you would like to take that on
please let me know. We are looking to have
the reservations made soon to ensure our
choice of venues. We will keep the cost at
20.00 or under if at all possible.
Reminder: March's meeting will be Cindy's
Zinnia slate plaque and Angie is signed up for
snacks. If you have not signed up for snacks
this would be a great month to bring a little
something in so Angie isn't all alone! I hope to
see you at the March meeting and
happy painting everyone! - Becky

March meeting–

Angie McClain

April meeting–

Becky Coffey

May meeting–

Open

May – Paula Leopold Seminar

Open

June meeting-

Audrey Hodges,
Chris Lessor

July – Brenda Stewart Seminar

Open

Aug – No meeting – Picnic
Sept –No meeting – Retreat
Oct meeting-

Barbara Radvanczy

Nov meeting–

Chris Lessor

Dec –No meeting -Christmas Party

It’s great to have a friend, even better to
have a friend with chocolate. -Anon.

Remember to bring your Show and Tell to share at any Chapter meeting.
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March Program
Acrylic Zinnias on Slate,
taught by Cindy Bauer
(original pattern by Sandy LeFlore and published in Paint Works, June 2013)
Bring your usual acrylic paint supplies, including a table cover. Cindy has purchased
paint and will have patterns.
Bring
brushes: size 4-8 flats or filberts, 1/2 –1 inch
angles or large flat, liner, rake or comb. If
you don’t have filberts, rakes or combs, ok to
use flats and liners.
You will need flats or filberts for the petals
and the 1/2 to 1 inch angle brushes for the
leaves...a flat will work if you don’t have angles. The rake or comb are used for lining
the petals, but a liner can be used. The
slates are prepared to the point where you
can begin painting. The project is simple
enough that most people should finish by
end of the program.

Ornament Exchange
So many were disappointed last Christmas that they painted only 10 ornaments and did not
receive an ornament from each of the 20 who participated. The chapter voted to do the ornament exchange again this year but only with the “full exchange”. So if 15 people sign up,
then you will paint 15. If 17 sign up, then you paint 17, etc.
To date, we have 10 people signed up and will finalize the list by the April meeting. That will
allow people to know the final number to paint for exchange at the Christmas party. The idea
is to represent your style, but keep it simple enough not to be overwhelmed in getting them
finished.
I absolutely LOVED mine from this past year’s exchange; each one was so sweet and such a
variety! They had a special tree all to themselves in my home!
I hope you join us this year!!!

—-Becky Coffey

Ornaments Exchange participants as of March 1
Cindy Bauer, Becky Coffey, Brenda Stotler, Barbara Radvanczy, Dolly Copeland,
Angie McClain, Terry Niznik, Audrey Hodges, Chris Lessor, Joyce Clothier
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Chair Auction
The chapter has voted to participate with the Colorado Springs
Conservatory by painting chairs
for their auction. The proceeds
will be shared 50/50. The auction will be
in October and finished chairs are due
by September 1 in order to allow us time to
catalog and develop auction sheets. We have
the possibility of getting some chairs and will
let you know as that develops. In the meantime, scour thrift stores, garage sales and
other sources for chairs suitable for painting.
Any type “chair” is ok...child’s chair, rocking
chair, patio chair, bar stool, foot stool,
kitchen chair, high chair, etc.. Let the chair
itself lend itself to whatever pattern and
color you might select….the variety makes it
better. Please take before and after pictures
and be prepared to include
your own “Bio” with the
chairs. If you need help
with design or finishing
please bring to any chapter meeting. June 7 chapter meeting has been designated for chair auction
collaboration.

Memory Boxes: Please keep
painting and bringing your completed memory boxes to chapter
meetings. Remember that blank
boxes are available for you to
check out at each meeting.
The chapter voted to once again
ask for one painted memory box
or $10 as entry to the picnic.
This was a great way to supplement our memory box supply in
2013 and any $10 fee goes toward paying for blank memory
boxes
Picnic: Peggi Severini has offered to hostess the picnic this
year and says she has lots of
new areas developed in her
Woodland Park gardens. We all
love the getaway to The City
Above the Clouds and spending
time with Peggi.
The date for the
picnic is tentatively
set for August, and
a specific day and
time will be announced later.

Library Display

Tray Favors: The April meeting
will feature tray favors for an assisted
living facility. Audrey Hodges and team
will lead this project. Please plan to stay
after the meeting to visit and assist with
this fun community service.

We have the display at the
21st Century Library in October., which is Decorative
Painting Month. Consider
loaning one or more painted

pieces.
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Don’t miss the fun!
Colored Pencil Seminar
May 31st!!!
The one-day Colored Pencil Seminar
taught by Paula Leopold is scheduled for
Saturday, May 31st at our usual meeting
location. The project will be a beautiful
blue and white pitcher with lilies and oranges. The cost is $35 for members and
$45 for non-members. The seminar will
run from 9 to 5, with a one hour lunch
break. The project is penciled on dark
blue Mi-Teintes paper. A supply list will
be provided to each participant prior to
the seminar.
This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy
the colored pencil medium and learn new
techniques along the way. You may reserve your spot by signing up and paying
for the seminar at the March meeting or by contacting Terry Niznik (tniznik@gmail.com) .
Mail your check for $35 or $45, payable to PPDP and post-dated May 24th to: Terry Niznik,
2469 Virgo Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80906.

Very Important...we need member input for Brenda Stewart by March 1
Brenda Stewart is scheduled to do a two-day seminar on July 19th and 20th at
our regular meeting location. We will be charging $95 for members and $115 for
non-members. The interest in this seminar was not as strong as we had hoped so
we will be discussing it at the March meeting. The initial votes indicated a preference for the Lemons and Blueberries (Important) We would like you each to look at
Brenda's website and see if there are other projects that are more attractive to
you. If so, please bring info about them to the March meeting. We also would like
to know if the July 19/20 dates are conflicting with summer schedules and causing
many of our regulars to not be able to sign up. Please come to the March meeting
and share your thoughts. If you are not able to attend the March meeting, please
feel free to contact Madellen White with your comments.
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Painting Sisterhood
2014 has started with some rough patches for our painting friends. The good
news is that the outcomes have been positive so far and your support has
helped along the way. A reminder: Life is a gift to you. The way you live
your life is your gift to those you know.
Cindy Bauer’s mother-in-law is recovering after surgery for her broken hip.
She is home and receiving physical therapy.
Congratulations to Maddie White on her retirement. We know this will allow time to choose the time and things to enjoy (like smelling roses and
painting). She may be busy in other ways for a time as her husband is having knee replacement surgery in March.
Dolly Copeland’s infant granddaughter was recently in the hospital with
oxygen problems, but is now home and doing better.
We heard from Vickie Hartung, former member, who had rotator cuff surgery. She continues her photography business and hopes to come back to the
chapter when she recovers.
Jana Towery’s husband fell while shoveling snow and broke his ankle. After
surgery he is home recovering.
Life keeps throwing curve-balls at Nancy Gepford. She had emergency gall
bladder surgery in January and while recovering, her partner Rick, got
pneumonia and had to have emergency surgery. He is now at home and being cared for by Nancy who is still recovering from her surgery.
A note from Ellen Spearman, who had quadruple by-pass surgery after a
heart attack: “Thank you to all in the chapter for notes, cards, flowers, calls
and lunches. It meant so much to me and I thank you for “making me feel so
special”. (Ellen is now at home, doing physical therapy three times a week
and is already back at her Wednesday painting class.)

Don’t Say This about Painting (whether beginning or seasoned): I CAN’T...yes you
can. Try new products or techniques, do a new medium, take seminars or classes, look at
books, check online sources, paint with a friend. Practice, practice, practice...you CAN and
will continue to learn and grow...
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Silver Columbine – 2013
This past December, we had so much going on with snowy
weather conditions, the Christmas party, installation of officers, and ornament exchange, that the presentation of the Silver Columbine got lost in the shuffle. Presentation of the
award could not be made at the January meeting because the
recipient was not present and we had to cancel the February
meeting for weather. The presentation seemed to be getting
pushed out so far that we have decided to go ahead and publish something about it. We hope to present the award at the
March meeting.
I’m sure when she reads this article as she puts it into the newsletter she will be so pleasantly surprised! Joyce Clothier is our 2013 Silver Columbine recipient!
Joyce has done so much for this Chapter and continues to be a warm, considerate, dedicated
member. Joyce has a serious and thoughtful manner which has helped this Chapter to put
many excellent programs and plans into place. She can be depended upon to not just do her
part, but to think ahead and consider all the possibilities as ideas, projects and programs
roll out. Her input is invaluable!
This past year, Joyce not only put out a wonderful newsletter product each time, but provided professional and polished “chair information sheets” for each chair as it was completed
and turned in for the auction. This representation of our Chapter goes miles and miles in
the public eye regarding our group even though most don’t realize the impact. It’s what
wouldn’t happen without it that we really don’t ever want to experience.
Joyce is a beautiful painter as well. She is just as dedicated to her painted pieces as she is
to anything she commits to. When she finishes her pieces she brings them in to share.
What a treat to see her beautiful work! She offers friendship to new members and has
brought many to the Chapter.
Thank you, Joyce for such dedication, service and sisterhood to all of us. You deserve this
award and I am so pleased to present it! (Hopefully, at the March meeting!) - Cindy
Note from Joyce: I am so honored to receive this award. I have loved being a part
of this chapter and know that so many people pitch in to make everything happen.
You are all Columbine Award people as far as I am concerned. This award is especially humbling when I see the list of past recipients. Thank you so very much!!

Past Recipents: 1984 Shirley Siner, 1985 Betty Hilton, 1986 Margaret Wehking, 1988 Deitrah
Smith, 1989 Edi Finkleman, 1990 Judy Richardson, 1994 Peggi Severini, 1996 Lois Sanford, 1997
Audrey Hodges, 1998 Dawn Graham & Barbara Walker, 1999 Madellen White, 2000 Nancy Gepford
& Jo Ann Paige, 2001 Debbie Rasmussen, 2002 Kay Kozak, 2003 Bonita Wilkinson, 2004 Jackie
Davidson, 2005 Eileen Lipscomb, 2006 Lois Sanford, 2007 Jackie Gibson, 2008 Julie Becker, 2009
Cindy Bauer, 2010 Carolyn Culwell, 2011 Becky McKittrick & Nancy Jefferson, 2012 Melinda Barnes.
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*Unless other wise noted all meetings and
seminars are held at this location:
Colorado Springs Police Department
Gold Hill Division
955 W. Moreno Ave.
Colorado Springs, CO 80905

2014 Calendar
PPDP in Black / All others in Blue
January 4

Chapter Meeting followed by a paint-in with items of your choice

February 1

Chapter Meeting, cancelled due to weather

March 1

Chapter Meeting, Zinnia slate painting, taught by Cindy Bauer

March 29

Rocky Mountain Hi, Charles Danford, Seminar

April 5

Chapter Meeting, Tray Favors, by Audrey Hodges & Helpers

April 12-13

High Plains/Rocky Mountain Hi, Carol Spohn, Watercolor Seminar

May 3

Chapter Meeting,, Refurbishing frames by Jana Towery

May 12-17

SDP Conference & Expo, Town & Country Resort, San Diego, CA

June 7

Chapter Meeting, Chair auction collaboration, bring chairs & ideas

July 19-20

Brenda Stewart Seminar

August tbd

Chapter Picnic, host Peggi Severini, Memory box or $10 entry fee

August tbd

Rocky Mountain Hi, Judy Patti, Seminar, details soon

August 29, 2015

High Plains, Jamie Mills Price, Seminar

September 1

Painted Chairs for Auction due

September 12-14

Retreat at The Hideaway

October

Library Display at 21st Century Library
Chair Auction in conjunction with Colorado Springs Conservatory

October 4

Chapter Meeting, Start to Finish Painting Process with 4 teachers

October 11-12

Hi Plains, Rosemary West, Seminar

November 1

Chapter Meeting, Spool Ornament taught by Beth Carroll

November 8

Bazaar at Pine Creek High School (tentative)

December 6

Chapter Holiday Party, To be determined
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March

April

Chris Lessor

5

Brenda Stotler

2

Paula Leopold

18

Marcie Miller

4

Martha Kucera

15

Sandee Springfield

18

Barb Radvanczy

22

* 2014 Executive Board *
Executive Committee
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Secretary
Newsletter

Cindy Bauer
Becca Coffey
Barb Radvanczy
Brenda Stotler
Dolly Copeland
Joyce Clothier

Newsletter Advertising Rates
Full page ( 9½ ” x 7½ ” ) $14 per issue*
Half page ( 7½ ” x 4½ ’ ) $8 per issue*

Appointed Officers
Committee Chairpersons
Audit
Bazaar Team
Community Service
Hospitality
Nomination
Public Relations
Retreat Team

Seminar Team
Sunshine
Colorado Seminar Coordinator

Quarter page ( 4½ ” x 3½” ) $4 per issue*
Business card ( standard size ) $2 per issue*
Classified or Personal ( 1 ” x 3 ” or less ) $1 per
issue*

Terry Niznik
Beth Carroll
Chris Hoynes
Angie McClain
Beth Carroll
Martha Kucera
open
Cindy Bauer
Joyce Clothier
Audrey Hodges
Kay Kozak
Terry Niznik

*Non-member rates are $1 higher per category.
Ads shall be submitted to the Newsletter Editor in
camera ready condition along with payment in the
form of a check made payable to :
Pikes Peak Decorative Painters.

Terry Niznik
Maddie White
Jo Paige
Chris Lessor
Melinda Barnes

Next Newsletter Deadline April 15
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