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From our President
March 2013
Hello All!
I want to start off by thanking all of those attending the first two meetings this year. Those are the meetings where we begin to develop what our year is going to look like and who will play roles in accomplishing everything. We had excellent participation and discussion about our plans this year and based on
what you have said, I think you all don’t mind being a part of everything, but it’s difficult to commit to
being a “chairperson” for any of the committees. I am very pleased with the planning input that you all
have given to that regard and are working together to ensure that we have a group effort in accomplishing everything together. Being a team is what we are and I know that it will make everything we set out
to do this year be successful. THANK YOU to those who agreed to partner with others and be the point
person with the understanding that the team effort is how things will get accomplished. We are so
blessed to be part of this wonderful group of women!
Then what a fabulous program we had with Carolyn Culwell leading us in painting margarita glasses with
a beautiful flower pattern. I will certainly enjoy using mine and will think of all of you when I do. Thank
you Carolyn for bringing a new medium to us that looks so beautiful!
Peggi Severini has agreed to store all of the chapter “stuff” in her garage this year in order to help cut expenses – this will save us $350 this year! Thank you Peggi for recognizing that ways and means doesn’t
always mean how we can make more money, but how we can spend less. This brings me to what we
need to think about next. – What else can we do to boost our ways and means for 2013? Please be
thinking of some things that we can do – and with little effort - to ensure that the chapter funds can support those events in which we all want to continue to participate. We will discuss some ideas at the next
meeting.
One idea that really got me excited was the possibility of a Box Social! When I was a girl, my Girl Scout
group did this one year to earn money for our troop. It sure brings back memories of the huge heartshaped box that my mother made and helped me decorate for the auction. Back then you couldn’t go
buy a paper mache box to decorate, you had to make it. She was so creative she built it from a flower
box from their flower shop. I felt that my box was the best one there and of course my dad bought it and
we had a chicken dinner to share afterward. It still makes me smile! Lets talk about that and so many
other wonderful ideas that I know you have at our next meeting, March 2 nd. See you there!
Cindy Bauer

From our Vice President
Dear Painting Friends,
As I was cleaning labels off baby food jars for our March project, I was reminded that decorative
painters have been “green” before green was in!!! I think about all the fun we have had painting
on a multitude of surfaces (roof slates, used CDs, burnt out light bulbs, old LP records, window
screens, shingles from Margaret’s homestead and anything we find at the thrift stores to name a
few)! Just think back on how great our projects look when we are done and you will agree. We
are the ultimate group of REPURPOSERS, REFINISHERS and RESTORERS!!!
Thinking about our goal to have fun and nurture each other this year, I think we can use our
“green” attitude to help our chapter. Repurpose our energy into having fun and painting every
chance we get. Refinish any of the rough edges left from the past to make our circle of friends
strong and beautiful again. Restore our joy of being together and nurturing each other as we
share our lives and our painting passions. After all, we are the ultimate “green girls” making
each thing or person we touch just a bit more beautiful!!
In honor of this I would like to ask each of you to think about the strangest or funniest thing you
have ever painted on. If you still have the item, please bring it to share at our March meeting.
If it is too big to bring and you have a photo please bring the photo. If it no longer lives at
your house, please bring your story to share. Now, I don’t know if Audrey still has that pair of
under wear we did at one of the retreats but I know there are some really good items from this
group. What fun it will be to see our creativity at work!!!! Don’t be shy. Bring in those items
that just make you smile so we can all giggle together.
PROGRAMS: First, a big thank you to Carolyn Culwell for a wonderful February program!!
The glasses turned out amazing! Thank you for sharing with us!! The girls loved creating their
very own personal margarita glass!!
Our very creative Becca Coffey will be doing our March program. We will be painting on baby
food jars. Becca will help us create tray favors for Easter and maybe a little something for ourselves too. Please bring your regular painting supplies. If you have suggestions to help us locate
a facility to donate our tray favors to, please contact me.
In April we will have a demonstration on encaustic painting by our very talented Janet Gropp.
She will show us how to create some fascinating effects using her iron and stylus.
In May our beautiful Ellen Spearman will help us fabric dye a colorful scarf. We will need a
count of how many scarves to have so please sign up at the March meeting or contact me. We
are working on the actual cost for this program/supplies but my guess is it will be about $15
each. More to come!
See you at the March meeting. Terry Niznik, VP
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Getting to Know Your Executive Committee
Name & EC Position:

Terry Niznik, Vice President

Occupation: Retired from Healthcare Accounting. Currently loving being a
Grandmother for the first time.
Where did you grow up? Pueblo, Colorado
Family, children, grandchildren? Rudy and I have 2 grown children. Matt is a
lawyer here in town and 9 months ago blessed us with a beautiful grandson…
our first! Beth is a school psychologist in Seattle who married her Junior Prom
date (after 13 years). They were married January 5th in Guatemala.
Hobbies and Interests? I love learning new things! Some friends call me a butterfly because I flutter from one thing to another, learning as I go. I love painting with my friends, doing yoga on Monday nights, walking my dog and occasionally taking a cooking class.
How did you get started with painting? We were living in Belgium and my
friends would never run around on “painting day”. They kept saying I would
love it. When one of the girls moved, she left me all her paint and that was the
beginning of lots of fun and many painting friends. I still remember the advice
of my first Belgian teacher. “You will always paint better after a glass of wine.”
Who can argue with that?
Which painting styles and artists do you like best? No surprise…I like variety.
Having just returned from Guatemala, I am trying to find artists that paint in
those happy bright colors. I have always loved colors and how they make you
feel.
Any special painting project(s) you would like to complete this year? Oh dear,
every year I swear I am going to finish UFOs and participate in the bazaar but
always get side tracked. Maybe this year.
How long have you been a member of PPDP and why did you join? I first found
out about SDP while we were overseas and decided it would be a good way for
me to meet other painters when I returned to the US. I think I have been a
member since around 1990 but it’s hard to remember the exact year. So many
good times and good friends make the years just fly by.
Share something about yourself that we might not know. Several years ago I literally traveled around the world. Rudy and I have had some wonderful travel
adventures. One of our trips was an around the world flight. It was fun because
the flight required us to keep going one way until we returned. We stopped in
Australia, China, Thailand and eventually returned to DC then back to Colorado. We still love to travel but most of our trips now are around our own
beautiful country.
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Getting to Know Your Executive Committee

Name & EC Position: Brenda Stotler/ Treasurer
Occupation: Circulation/Patron Services Manager for Rampart Library District
Where did you grow up? My family moved to Salida, CO from Wichita, Kansas
when I was 3 years old .
Family, children, grandchildren? My husband of 35 years, Michael, and dog
Maggie, a Springer Spaniel who rules our lives.
Hobbies and Interests? I love Painting, quilting, machine embroidery, and of
course reading.
How did you get started with painting? We lived in Canon City and my next
door neighbor was a retired teacher who painted landscapes in oil. I expressed
an interest to learn, so I went to the local art supply store and purchased what
I needed to get started. I would walk next door once a week for my lesson.
Which painting styles and artists do you like best? I like the look of strokework
and lace painting.
Any special painting project(s) you would like to complete this year?
I just enjoy painting so I am willing and eager to try and start anything.
I need to work on finishing projects.
How long have you been a member of PPDP and why did you join? I joined in
1996. I had been taking classes from Audrey Hodges who had encouraged me to
join for a couple of years. She made retreat sound like so much fun, I just couldn’t resist anymore.
Share something about yourself that we might not know.
I love to pack our recreational trailer, grab a couple of books, load the dog and
go anywhere for the weekend.
Editor’s Note:

Additional EC Bio’s will be featured in subsequent newsletters

SDP Happenings
Did you remember to snag your SDP membership card from the enclosure with your latest
issue of The Decorative Painter? Don’t forget to take a look at the SDP website for a listing
of 2013 member discounts. Also, take a look at the SDP Members Only section for great projects and a fun pattern to celebrate this year’s conference.
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ATTENTION MEMBERS ONLY
I have been aware of a few members having issues signing in our Members Only section of our website. Please make sure you are typing the correct credentials when logging in. If you enter the incorrect
login and/or password 4 or 5 times my server's firewall will block you for security reasons. So don't guess
at your login info. <grin>
If you suspect you have been blocked you can go to WhatIsMyIP.com and at the top of their web
page you will see a group of numbers... this is your IP address and I need those numbers to unblock your
computer from my firewall.
Our login and password was changed for this year so please remove your old login info for 2012. If you
cannot login to the Members Only section for any reason please contact me and I will help you.
Melinda
Website Mistress
Melinda@WebWorldPlus.com

Painting Sisterhood
Hi Everyone,
I am happy to report that we are officially starting to move into our newly built
house. It's been a long year, but it's finally happening. I would again like to thank all of
you that were so generous in contributing items after our loss. Everything was so appreciated and went to good use. Thank you so very much. Chris Weise
Dear Chapter Members,
Thank you so much for your kind words about me and for nominating me for the Silver Columbine award. I was so surprised and humbled to the point that I started interrupting
Becky so she would stop reading the comments about me! I really appreciate your support
and thoughtfulness and will proudly wear my Silver Columbine award.
Hugs, Melinda
Please continue to remember the following painting sisters:
Nancy Gepford’s grandson, Dylan Redwine, is still missing. A private investigator has been retained.
Kay Kozak’s husband was hospitalized and is now in rehab.
Jana Towery recovering from breast cancer surgery.
Paula Leopold and Terry Niznik for daughters’ weddings.
NOTE: Please notify Maddie White, our Sunshine Chair, if you are aware of
any situation with a painting sister so that a card can be sent on behalf of
the Chapter.
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Memory Boxes
Creating memory boxes for St. Francis Hospital is a major community service outreach for PPDP. Sadly,
the need is great, averaging 8-10 per month. So, thank you for your continued support and keep painting.
Things to remember when creating the paper maché memory boxes:


Avoid rectangular shaped boxes



A variety of sizes is acceptable.



Remove any price stickers before painting.



Sand off or re-glue any loose edges.



Use pleasing designs such as Teddy bears, boats, kittens, angels, baby animals, etc.
Floral designs and stroke work are fine.



Varnish entire surface when finished.



Enclose a PPDP gift card.

I have delivered 19 memory boxes to St Francis. It would be nice if we could get more painted.
Unfinished boxes will be available at every meeting. So let’s make 2013 our best year ever for boxes being
delivered. Thanks: Angie McClain

January 3, 2013
Pikes Peak Decorative Painters
c/o Cindy Bauer
Colorado Springs, CO
Dear Ms. Bauer:
Thank you for the generous contribution you provided to the Colorado Springs Police Department on behalf of
the Pikes Peak Decorative Painters on December 28, 2012. The $100.00 will be deposited into CSPD’s Teddy
bear fund. Thank you again.
Sincerely,
Vincent Niski, Deputy Chief
Operations Support Bureau
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Watercolor Batik Seminar
Project: Tuscan window and flowerbox
Teacher – Paula Leopold, CDA
March 23, 2013

9am – 5pm

Held at the:
Moreno Police Station
955 West Moreno Avenue
Colorado Springs, CO 80905
Pikes Peak Decorative Painters present a Watercolor Batik one day seminar on March 23rd,
2013. Price for members will be $50 plus $10 for
supplies. Non-members are welcome for an additional $5 and may sign-up now. The supplies
provided include the batik rice paper (your painting surface), patterns, photos, all the wax, and all
the equipment to do the Batiking technique. Attendees will need to bring their own watercolor
paint and watercolor palette, fine tip Micron pen
and other normal watercolor supplies-brushes,
paper towels, water tub, table cover etc.. If you do not have watercolor paints Paula will provide a
palette for an additional $5. Attendees should bring their own lunch and we would like volunteers to
bring snacks. If you do not have your pattern on your rice paper you must come early. We must be
setup and ready to start painting by 9 am sharp. The pattern, paper, and supply list will be available
at the PPDP and HPDA March meetings. If you do not attend these meetings, please contact Chris
Hoynes for your pattern.

Bazaar 2013
The Chapter has voted to participate again in
the bazaar at Pine Creek High School. It will
be held Saturday, November 9, from 9:00 –
4:00. The only participation fee will be 10%
of items sold. Those wishing to display items
for sale should sign-up at a chapter meeting
or by contacting Cindy Bauer, Joyce Clothier
or Carolyn Culwell.
This is the chapter’s primary way of presenting decorative painting to the community so
each member is encouraged to participate. A
limited number of non-painted items will be
considered but must be juried and approved
prior to the sale date.

Margarita Glass Painting
Taught by Carolyn Culwell at February
meeting
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*Unless otherwise noted all meetings and
seminars are held at this location:
Colorado Springs Police Department
Gold Hill Division
955 W. Moreno Ave.
Colorado Springs, CO 80905

2013 Calendar
PPDP in Black / All others in Blue
January 5

Chapter Meeting followed by a paint-in with items of your choice

February 2

Chapter Meeting, Martini Glass painting by Carolyn Culwell

February 2

Rocky Mtn. High Chapter, Paula Leopold Colored Pencil Workshop

March 2

Chapter Meeting, Tray Favor Painting by Becca Coffey

March 23

Paula Leopold Watercolor Batik 1-Day Seminar

April 6

Chapter Meeting, Encaustic Painting Demonstration by Janet Gropp

April 5-6

Western Colorado Decorative Artists, Karen Hubbard Seminar

April 13-14

High Plains Lynne Andrews Seminar

May 4

Chapter Meeting, Silk Scarf Painting by Ellen Spearman

May 13-18

SDP Conference & Expo, St. Charles, IL

June 1

Chapter Meeting

June 8-9

Ronnie Bringle Seminar

July

Chapter Picnic at Peggi Severini’s

August 3

Chapter Meeting

August 10

High Plains Charles Danford Seminar

September 13-15

Retreat at Hideaway

October 5

Chapter Meeting, Gold Leaf Painting by Bev Martinez

October 12-13

High Plains Diane Bunker Seminar

November 2

Chapter Meeting

November 9

Bazaar at Pine Creek High School

December 7

Chapter Holiday Party
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March

April

Chris Lessor

5

Brenda Stotler

2

Paula Leopold

18

Becky McKittrick

8

Martha Kucera

15

Sandee Springfield

18

Barb Radvanczy

22

* 2013 Executive Board *
Executive Committee
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Secretary
Newsletter Editor

Cindy Bauer
Terry Niznik
Barb Radvanczy
Brenda Stotler
Dolly Copeland
Joyce Clothier

Newsletter Advertising Rates
Full page ( 9½ ” x 7½ ” ) $14 per issue*
Half page ( 7½ ” x 4½ ’ ) $8 per issue*

Appointed Officers
Committee Chairpersons
Audit Chair
Bazaar Team
Community Service Chair
Nomination Chairman
Public Relations
Retreat Team
Seminar Chair
Co-Chair
Ways & Means
Colorado Seminar Coordinator
Hospitality Team
Sunshine

Quarter page ( 4½ ” x 3½” ) $4 per issue*
Business card ( standard size ) $2 per issue*

open
Cindy Bauer,
Joyce Clothier,
Carolyn Culwell
Angie McClain
open
open
Jackie Gibson,
Cec Rae,
Maddie White
Chris Hoynes,
Barb Radvanczy
Ellen Spearman
Melinda Barnes
Martha Kucera,
Beth Carroll
Maddie White

Classified or Personal ( 1 ” x 3 ” or less ) $1 per
issue*
*Non-member rates are $1 higher per category.
Ads shall be submitted to the Newsletter Editor in
camera ready condition along with payment in the
form of a check made payable to :
Pikes Peak Decorative Painters.

Next Newsletter deadline Apr. 15
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