
Dear Painting Friends, 
 
 How wonderful it is to be in Colorado in the summer.  There are so many things to do and many 
of us have family coming to visit.  What more could we ask for?  Well, maybe a bit more time to 
paint.  I hope you are able to tuck in a few minutes along the way to keep painting.  If you are 
looking for something that can be enjoyable, easy and have a great impact on someone’s life, 
consider doing a memory box.  We have all heard how important it is to those that receive them.  
What a wonderful way to personally give of yourself to another woman in need. 
 We have some fun things going on this summer.  We start with our Homemade Anything Auc-
tion and the luncheon in May, then Julie Becker will teach her cute rooster clock insert at the 
June meeting.  Our July picnic, catered and hosted by Peggi and Sandi Severini, promises to be 
a wonderful time for us all to enjoy each other and the coolness of Woodland Park.   Becca is 
making something very special for the Picnic door prize so be sure to get your tickets early! 
 Our August meeting is also our membership drive.  Please talk to your friends and co-workers 
to see if they have any interest in decorative painting. Invite them to this meeting so see Cindy 
Bauer’s program. She will be showing the steps—from beginning to end---that we go through to 
create our art.  It is very important that we encourage new painters to join in our fun.  Start asking 
now so we can have a great turnout!!!! 
 See you at the Auction in May! 
Terry Niznik 
President 
 

Retreat Reminder  
 Just a reminder about the Fall Retreat, coming up September 26, 27 and 28.   This year the 

committee has planned to have three projects, a 2 1/2 hour project for Friday night and an 

other Sunday morning and on Saturday we will have just one project in several sessions.   Teach-

ing will be Jackie Gibson, Eileen Lipscomb and Lois Sanford and there will be three different 

surfaces.  

 Again, we will be at the Hideaway in the Black Forest, with great rooms and wonderful 

meals.  So plan now to join us there, the price will be $150, and this will include rooms, food, and 

all but one surface.   If you need special  accommodations (a room on the first floor,  for medical 

reasons), please send a note along with your  reservation.   Everyone that  would like to room to-

gether will be given every consideration, but please remember, you may  be asked to  share a 

room with other members.  

  If you are planning on attending, please send your check for  $150 (your check won't be 

cashed until just before the Retreat) to Judy Richardson, 5735 Tradewind Point, Colorado 

Springs,  CO 89023.   Get your reservation in before all the places are taken.   Any question, 

just  give me a call. 

Judy Richardson  

May - June 2008 



 
* 2008 Executive Board *  

 

 

Executive Committee  
 

  President           Terry Niznik 
  Vice President         Becca Coffey 

  Treasurer           Cindy Bauer 

  Secretary           Robin Patterson 
  Membership Secretary     Joyce Clothier 

  Newsletter/Communications  Lois Sanford 
       

Appointed Officers  
 

   Historian            
   Parliamentarian        Edi Finkleman 
 

Committee Chairpersons  

 
   Audit             Gale Bradley  

   Bazaar            Julie Becker   

   Community Service      Peggi Severini 
   Library            Jackie Gibson 

   Public Relations         
   Retreat            Judy Richardson 

   Seminar           Jackie Gibson 
    Co-Chair          Eileen Lipscomb 

   Ways and Means       Peggi Severini  

    Co-Chair          Edi Finkleman 
 

Subcommittee Chairpersons  
 

   Calling Tree          Betty Rieger 
   Hospitality          Eileen Lipscomb 

    Co-Chair          Ellen Spearman 
   Door Prizes          Madellen White  

   Sunshine           Audrey Hodges  
 

Function Volunteers  

 
   Luncheon Chairman      Audrey Hodges 

    Co-Chair          Kay Kozak 
   Picnic Hostesses        Peggi Severini  

                  Sandi Severini 
   Picnic Door Prize       Becca Coffey 

   Holiday Door Prize      Jo Paige    

 
*Phone numbers are available  

in your directories. 

*All meetings & seminars are at this location:   

 Moreno Street Police Station, Colorado Springs 

No phone numbers or addresses will be pub-

lished in the newsletter as they would be seen 
online.  If you need to contact someone in the 

Chapter and don't have access to our directory, 
please use the contact link on our website at:  

 

www.pikespeakdecorativepainters.com 

*Save the Dates* 
                  2008 Calendar 

May 

June  

3   Homemade Anything Auction and Potluck  

    9 am - 2 pm  
    Get busy painting and creating!  This is our big fund 

    raiser for the year!!!  We need your donations!   
 

17   Blossoms & butterflies Luncheon  

    Starting at 12:30 at The Nook  

7   Chapter Meeting  Program TBA   

    9 am - 2 pm  
 

   Refreshments:  Audrey Hodges, Chris Lessor, Gale Bradley 

   Door Prize:   Joyce Clothier 

 

   Newsletter deadline for July - August edition 

July  

26   Annual Picnic at Peggi Severiniôs home  

    11 am  (This is our meeting for July)   
 

   Door Prize:   Becca Coffey 

August  

2   Chapter Meeting  Program TBA   

    9 am - 2 pm  
 

   Refreshments:  Jackie Gibson, Judy Richardson, Lois Sanford                                                    

   Door Prize:   Jackie Gibson 

 

16?  Seminar ð  Becca teaching Jo Sonya Watering Can  
     



Saturday, May 3, 2007  
9 am - 2 pm 

 

 Please join us for our Annual Homemade Anything Auction.  As most of you know,  this is our 
Chapter meeting for the month of May as well as our main fundraiser for the year.  This year the 
auction will be held at the Moreno Street police station instead of someone's home. 
 
 Members donate something that is handmade to be auctioned off and we bid on those items.  This 
is your opportunity to own something made by fellow Chapter members.  We know that each of you 
has a special talent for creating and this is your chance to show us what you like to do.   Some ideas 
of things to donate are:  jewelry, stained glass, decorated clothing, hand sewn items, hand woven 
baskets, baked goods, jams, jellies, and of course - painted  items!   
 
 We will have our potluck after the auction so please bring a dish to share as well as your auction 
pieces.  Bring a friend and your checkbooks!   
 
 
 

Spring -cleaning?  Reorganizing?  Need more storage space?   
We can help!   

 

 The Chapter is looking for any and all of the old records and other òstuffó that we have been 

moving from person to person.  If you know where some of this stuff is, please contact Edi, Joyce, 

Lois or Eileen to let them know what you have. The committee is willing to go through and sort the 

multitude of old chapter items.  Before this can happen we need to know what all is out there and 

who has it so we can make a plan to get it all together.  

 

 Do you have a box of miscellaneous òthingsó that used to belong to the chapter?  Are you storing 

things that we used several retreats or bazaars ago? Do you have things that we are still using and 

need to be listed on the chapter inventory sheets?  Please take a look around and let us know what 

might be hiding out there that we need to work on.  We would love to lighten our load and organize 

the items we do want to keep so we will be able to find things when we need them.  

 

Terry Niznik  

President  
 
 

Bring in items to sell !!!  
  

 Remember, ladies! The chapter allows you to bring in things that you have made to put up for sale 
after each meeting. All they ask is that you give 10% of your sales back to the chapter. It's a good 
outlet for you and it brings money back to the chapter to help keep it running! 
 
Peggi Severini 
Co-Chairperson, Ways and Means Committee 
  

 
 
 



May 
1   Judy Richardson 
27  Noreen Goetz 
31  Julie Becker 
 
 
 

 

June 
13  Marcy Crowl 
   Jane Reichert 

   Jo Paige 
17  Jackie Davidson 
24  Marcy Peterson 
29  Audrey Hodges 

Happy Birthday to You!  

  

Memory Box Program  
 The Memory Box Artist Program is an all volunteer effort to provide boxes for families of infants 
that have passed away in the hospital. It all began in 1997 when a message was sent to the now de-
funct Tole Net regarding a project to paint boxes for lost infants. Then in early 1998, Tera Leigh, the 
owner of Tole Net was asked to publicize this program internationally. One thing led to another and 
Tera and her mom, Marie Gemmil, began calling hospitals to see if there was indeed a need for 
these boxes. The reactions of the hospital personnel was astounding. They talked to women in sup-
port groups, as well. They learned there was indeed a need for some way to help these families 
cope with their loss. The memory boxes help the families acknowledge the importance of these lost 
children to their families.  
 With our art, we can give these families a beautiful keepsake where the families can keep memen-
toes of their child for generations.    This is a very worthy project and we should all be proud to be a 
part of it. 
 When our chapter decided to paint boxes, we learned that Memorial Hospital was already receiv-
ing boxes from the international group, so we opted to paint for Penrose Hospital, as they were not 
included. In the few years that we have been painting for them, we have completed over 200 boxes. 
It is so sad, in this day and age, that there is such a need, but there really is. 
 Many artists furnish free patterns for us to use. Please check out: 
                         

  http://www.memoryboxes.org/patterns.htm 
  

 This is a good place to start. Also, many of us in the chapter have been doing this for a while and 
can share patterns that they have used in the past. Designs showing angels, teddy bears, puppies, 
kittens, flowers, etc. are all appropriate. Sayings are also good and remember there are many His-
panic families needing these boxes, as well, and using sayings in their language is a nice thought. 
I would love to see everyone in our group paint eight or ten boxes a year, but I also know that isn't 
possible because of our busy lives. But if everyone could manage 4 a year, that would give us 200 
boxes a year. 
 Consider this, to date, the international group has painted 106,440 boxes. Granted, there are 
many, many people working on their project, but the need is still there for the smaller amount that we 
right here in our community. 
 Another quick note. For the last two years, we have been purchasing the heart boxes at wholesale 
from a company out of Texas. We have been informed that they are no longer manufacturing these 
boxes, so we are back to square one. Please let someone know on the board when Michael's or 
Hobby Lobby puts their paper mache boxes at half price, so we can pick them up. I am looking for a 
new wholesaler, so if anyone hears of one, please let me know! 

http://www.memoryboxes.org/patterns.htm


 One last thing! Thank you for all the boxes that you have painted over the years! You are a great 
group of caring people! 
 
Painter's hugs, 
Peggi Severini 
Community Service Chairperson 
 
 
 
Here are a couple of pictures of Mem-
ory Boxes that were donated at the 
March meeting...   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luncheon Reminder  
 

Please join us for the  Blossoms and Butterflies Luncheon           
When:  May 17

th
.        

Where:  The Nook:               
Time; 12.30PM.  

Enjoy good food and good friends  
For information contact: 

Audry Hodges 719-550-1119 or  
Kay Kozak  719-598-9177; email kozakjk@comcast.net 

 
 

Thank You...  
 

 I would like to thank everyone that  worked so hard to make  the Janelle Johnson seminar a 

great success  ... it was fantastic!   Also, thanks to the ladies who provided our tasty  lunch each 

day.   Everyone enjoyed the colored pencils and were proud of their class projects.   
  

 I was thrilled to see everyone after  being away from Colorado for a year!   I miss you all and 

hope to pop back in Colorado again soon.  Special thanks to Kate for being the sweet lady and 

friend you are.    
 

Hugs, Melinda  

mailto:kozakjk@comcast.net


Pikes Peak Decorative Painters Meeting Minutes for March 1, 2008  
 
Executive Committee Members Present:  Terry Niznik, Becca Coffey, Cindy Bauer, Joyce Clothier, & Lois Sanford. 
Robin Patterson was absent. 
 

Meeting called to order at 9:30am by Terry Niznik.  There are 26 members present. 
February Minutes were read and the following corrections were requested, motion accepted minutes with these changes: 

Joyce Clothier was present at the February meeting. 

The reference to “keeping newsletter history: should apply to all PPDP historical items. 

Purpose of the door prize at the Bazaar would be to build a mailing list. 

The library list should be on the website. 
 

Executive Committee Reports  
 

President:  In regard to meals during Seminars, we need volunteers to prepare the food for Sunday during the Janelle 
Johnson Seminar.  We need volunteers to bring snacks for Oct. 4th and Nov. 1 meetings.  Sending around a sign-up 
sheet.  Homemade Anything Auction is coming up.  Please support in a strong way.  Audrey Hodges has volunteered to 
manage the Sunshine Committee.  Please get in touch with her if you know anyone needing cards or other means of 
sunshine messages. 
Vice President:  Becca Coffey encouraged everyone to feel comfortable talking with her or any other Executive Commit-
tee member if there is anything anyone needs or if they have suggestions or feedback.  One item that we have heard 
from the chapter is that there are members who would like to learn more about the aspects of painting, so we would like 
to set up for 15 minutes at each meeting for presentations, question and answer sessions, or specialties of everything 
from wood prep to stroke work.  Sent around a sign up sheet for volunteers and to gauge interest level.  Reminder to 
work on getting new painters to come for the beginner painting program in August.  Bring at least one person with you 
that wants to learn to paint, or would like to take part in a beginner program that Cindy Bauer would be teaching. 
 Candle Cup presentation:  Becca described the creative opportunity to use wood pieces left over in the Margaret 
Wehking wood to compete with each other for most creative and group favorite.  She showed each piece and worked out 
a voting system and gave instructions to the chapter.  Julie Becker received the Most Creative while Terry Niznik and 
Joyce Clothier shared the majority of votes for group favorite after the votes were tallied.  Winners received $15 gift cer-
tificates. 
Treasurer:  Cindy Bauer reported that the checking account balance is $10,145.00. She reminded everyone about the 
Gift Certificate program and also reminded everyone that they could pay in advance for the Retreat if they wanted to. 
Newsletter/Communications:  Lois Sanford asked if anyone had any problems with the website or electronic newslet-
ter.  No one came forward. 
Membership:  Joyce Clothier reported that we now have 50 current members with 26 present at this meeting. 
 

Committee Reports:   
Bazaar:  Julie Becker brought up discussion regarding lower or no participation fee for members with 3 or fewer items to 
put in the bazaar - Discussion was tabled until “Old Business”. 
Community Service, Memory Boxes:  Peggi Severini reported that we had received many, but that we always needed 
more and talked about the infant mortality rate being over 80,000 per year, so please participate and bring more nicely 
painted boxes in for the program.  Note:  boxes should be nicely finished like something you would want to give person-
ally to a bereaved parent. 
Library:  Jackie Gibson has the library in her basement and just wanted to remind everyone that there are many very 
good videos and books and if someone would want to check out one to give her a call. 
Luncheon:  Audrey Hodges reported that menus and maps were sent around for May 17th at “The Nook” on Dublin.  
The cost will be $13.00.  Payment is due by April 26th. 
Retreat:  Judy Richardson reported that the retreat is September 26, 27, and 28.  There will be three projects this year 
that will be taught by Eileen Lipscomb, Jackie Gibson and Lois Sanford.  The projects will be shown to everyone during 
the year.  The bowl that Eileen will be teaching was passed around.  Everyone liked it.  The classes should be relaxed 
and time enough for everyone to finish each project. 
Seminars:  Lois Sanford talked about the Janelle Johnson seminar - showed the projects and announced that she has 
everyone’s supplies to be picked up and pay Janelle directly at the seminar.  Becca Coffey will be teaching the Jo Sonya 
watering can August 16th.  Watering cans are available at Hobby Lobby or find something approximately 10” x 12”.  Any-
one doing the project will have to pay @ $7.00 for the pattern packet.  Eileen talked about Leila Lundberg on October 18 
& 19.  She has some pictures for potential projects but not sure of the cost yet.  They are estimating $40-$45 per day.  
Have talked to Jo Paige about teaching a Glass Block with light for a seminar or meeting project for 2009.  Also asked to 
send a $100 deposit for Arlene Newman from New Jersey for April 2009.  She is willing to stay at a member’s home.  
Also have photos of some of her work and she also does stroke work.  Spoke about Sandy Scales - in Virginia.  She is a 
stroke artist who has taught Maureen McNaughton’s style.  Would the chapter consider having her teach instead of Mau-
reen McNaughton?  Sandy’s cost would be $300 per day and airfare would be @ $750.  Maureen McNaughton’s teach-
ing fee is $850 per day and requires 3 days.  She also would have to fly in from Canada.  A straw vote showed those 
present would prefer Sandy Scales 18 to 7.  Will discuss further in next meetings.   



Ways and Means:  Edi Finkleman reminded everyone about the Margaret Wekhing books that are on silent auction.  
Please sign up if interested today.  Peggi sent wood for people to pick up and paint for the Bazaar or Homemade Any-
thing Auction.  If they do not paint the wood, they will have to pay $3 to the chapter.  Edi brought old Decorative Painter 
magazines to sell for $1 each and Creative Painting, Decorative Artist and other workbooks to sell for 5 for $1 or a bag 
for $5. 
 
Old Business:  We need a committee to work on looking into “old stuff” that needs to be saved or destroyed.   
Volunteers:  Edi Finkleman, Eileen Lipscomb, Lois Sanford, Joyce Clothier 
Bazaar:  Motion:  As a promotional opportunity for Bazaar participants, those entering three or less items totaling no 
more than $25 will have their participation fee waived, but will pay the pro-rated fees as other participants have to - 13%. 
Passed by majority vote. 
 
New Business:  Kate Dowd announced that her address was incorrect in the new directory.  Her address is 6438-E Sil-
ver Mesa Drive or Unit E would also be correct. 
The county fair is July 19 - 26.  Julie Becker offered to pick up and deliver items for people in order to boost participation.  
July 7 is pre-registration. 
The state fair is in August.  You can look it up on www.coloradostatefair.org if you are interested in putting any of your 
painted items in the fair. 
The chapter received a donation from Louise Bennett-Burns of magazines, packets and wood.  All for sale - 2 for $1. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:45am 
 
Announcements:  Joyce Clothier painted an Easter basket for Marilyn Woods and brought plastic eggs and paper 
pieces for everyone who would like to write her a note to put in the basket. 
Beth Newton announced that the Wild Life Experience was currently showing work by Robert Bateman from now until 
June.  It is located at the south end of Denver - from I-25, turn East on Lincoln Ave. then 1/2 mile toward Parker.  They 
also have a cafeteria for lunch. 
The High Plains Chapter is having a Rosemary West seminar in June.  The project is a small trunk and will be open to 
members only through the end of March for $65.  For non-members after that, the fee is $85.  They will also be bringing 
in Brenda Stewart in the future.    
 
Respectfully submitted by Cindy Bauer for Robin Patterson.    
 

 

 
Announcements:   

Joyce Painted an Easter basket for Marilyn and brought plastic eggs and paper pieces for everyone who would like to 

write her a note.  
Beth announced that the Wild Life Experience was currently showing work by Robert Bateman from now till June.  It is 

located at the South end of Denver ï from I -25 turn East on Lincoln Ave. ½ mile toward Parker ï they have a lunch 
cafeteria also. 

The High Plains Chapter is having a Rosemary West seminar in June.  Small trunk and will be open to members only 

through the end of March $65.  for non -members after that for $85.  
They will also be having Brenda Stewart in the future.  

 
 

 
 

 

 



 
Travel South on I-25 to exit 141, US-24 / Cimarron Street.  Keep right to stay on ramp.  Prepare to turn left at 
the light (W. Cimarron St.)   Stay in the middle left hand lane to turn left at South 8th Street (the next light.) .  
Move to the right hand lane and turn right at Moreno Street.  (There is a blue "Police" sign on the light pole.)   
Continue up the hill and turn left into the parking lot of the Police Station.  
 

Our meeting room is the door on the left after entering the building. 

Lois Sanford 
Pikes Peak Chapter Newsletter Editor 

6515 Hastings Drive 
Colorado Springs, CO  80919 

May 2008     Please deliver promptly.  Dated material inside.            June 2008 

 

Directions to our meeting place  
 
 

Gold Hill Division  
Police Station  

  
955 West Moreno Avenue  

Colorado Springs, CO 80905  
719 - 385 - 2100  


